
As I write this, the leaves are falling, and 
winter will soon be upon us. As the sea-
sons change, so too our lives. Thank you 

for your patience and kind expressions during 
these past months. Especially appreciated were 
the cards and Masses offered on the passing of 
my husband, Rich. He came to love the CDA 
and the special women who are its members. 
The CDA truly is a special group and I hold 
fondly your kindness in my heart.  

The State Board has been working hard on 
the Pennsylvania 53rd Biennial State Conven-
tion. The theme for the Convention is “Yes-
terday, Today, Tomorrow.” A formal “Call to Convention” will be mailed early in 
January. However, since many courts do not meet in January and February, the 
following information is being communicated.

State Convention dates are April 5-8, 2019. Convention will be held at Chest-
nut Ridge Golf Resort and Conference Center, 132 Pine Ridge Road, Blairsville, 
Pennsylvania. Reservations may be made at the Hampton Inn, 62 Pine Ridge Road, 
Blairsville, PA (adjacent to conference center) at 724-459-5920. Tell them you are 
with CDA as there is a block of rooms reserved. Reservations must be made by 
March 15, 2019. After this date, any unsold rooms will go to the general public. Price 
of rooms is $129 for either a double-queen or king room. Check-in time is 3 p.m. 
with check-out at 11 a.m. There is a free breakfast each morning in the lobby of the 
hotel. Each room has a microwave and refrigerator. There is also a swimming pool 
in the hotel as well as a golf course on site. There is a restaurant in the Conference 
Center as well as several restaurants in the area—The Villa Pub & Grill, Sanso’s, 
Dairy Queen, Clems Café, Ravaila’s, Dean’s Diner, Papa Sal’s—to name a few.

A workshop will be held on Friday, April 5th from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. A light 
Lenten lunch is included till 3 p.m. in the cost of the workshop. Cost of the work-
shop is $20 if paid before March 1. After March 1st, the cost is $25. Cost of conven-
tion registration is $25 and is due March 1, 2019.  After March 1st, the cost is $30. 
If you are coming to both workshop and convention, the cost is $40, if paid before 
March 1st. After March 1st, the cost to attend both is $55. Opening Mass will be 
held April 5th at 5 p.m. at Ss. Simon and Jude Church, Blairsville, Pennsylvania. 
The Installation Mass will also be at Ss. Simon and Jude Church. Bishop Malesic, 
of the Greensburg Diocese, has agreed to celebrate the Mass with us. The Saturday 
memorial Mass will be in the Convention Hall; the closing Mass on Monday will 
also be in Convention Hall.  
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Institution of Court St. Gerard Majella #2749
Sunday, November 11, 2018

Queen of Archangels Catholic Church, Clarence, Pennsylvania

Pictured above, left to right:
Row 1: Charter Court Officers: Leona Koleno, Financial Serectary; Linda Soltis, Vice Re-

gent; Maria Franek, Regent; Sophie Cingle, Recording Secretary; Connie Gavlock, Treasurer; 
Peggy Guckin, IPSR, National Director

Row 2: Susan Sharer, Ceremonial Coordinator; Janet Oesterling, DD of Court; Pam Callah-
an, Financial Secretary, Court #448; Lucia Stover, Vice Regent, Court #448; Christine Surovec, 
Regent, Court #448; Karen Pipta, Recording Secretary, Court #448; Peg Witas, State Regent

Row 3: Colette McCaffrey, Margaret Giordano, Lisa McCann, Fr. Michael Wolfe, Fr. James 
Ragan, Shirley Hall 

Twenty-five members said “Yes” and pledged their commitment to Catho-
lic Daughters of the Americas. Following the Mass and the Institution, the 

Mother Court, Rev. Patrick McArdle #448, hosted a delicious dinner to celebrate 
as we welcomed the “New Baby Court” in the Altoona-Johnstown Diocese.

  Charter Officers and Charter Members of Court St. Gerard Majella #2749 
Pictured above, left to right: Row 1:  Leona Koleno, Financial Secretary; Linda Soltis, Vice 

Regent; Maria Franek, Regent; Sophie Cingle, Recording Secretary; Connie Gavlock, Treasurer
Row 2: Christine Surovec, Marie Tobias, Barbara Starcovich, Josephine Schall, Mary Horn, 

Mary Halsnik, Mary Wozniak, Cynthia Carlson, Janet Oesterling
Row 3: Fr.  Mike Wolfe, Denise Ciprich, Tina Basalla, Mary Jane Vangor, Tina Strible, Jo-

Anne Marcinko, Barbara Surovec, Yavonne McLaughlin, Claudia Bucha, Karen Pipta, Fr. James 
Ragan; other members not present: Marissa Tobias  and Mindi Tobias  
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Charity Donations By Court—Planning Ahead

For success in any endeavor, you have to plan ahead.  You cannot have a successful holiday dinner 
without planning ahead. Your home will not run smoothly without planning ahead. Your courts 

cannot succeed without planning ahead.  
This edition of The Angelus contains a lot of information about the PA State Convention. You are 

encouraged to plan ahead to attend—to enjoy the spiritual experience—to enjoy the learning expe-
rience—to enjoy the experience of being together with fellow Catholic Daughters from across the 
state. But, all of this needs planning and deadlines.

My message to you is to plan ahead your courts donations to the State and National charities so 
they can be recorded and published at the State Convention.

All donations must be received by me, your State Court Secretary by February 15, 2019 to be included in the State 
Convention bi-annual donation report. Your court cannot receive its recognition for your charitable donations if they are 
not submitted through the State Court.

Please remember to use the current Donation Form that can be found on the PA website: 
www.cdapa.com → Resources → Forms → Court Forms → Donation Form

Please Remember:  1) One check for all combined donations, 2) Payable to Catholic Daughters of the Americas, 
3) Two Court Officer Signatures, 4) Use the current Donation Form.

Fundraising

A good reason to attend the State Convention in April is to learn from fellow members across the state about other 
successful fundraising. What works for one court may work for yours too. No court can be successful in the chari-

table donations we should be making without successful fundraising.
The State Court is no exception in this area. Without the total support of every court, the State Court cannot continue 

to be successful in our charitable endeavors. I am currently receiving the stubs and ticket money for the Winter 10-Week 
Tickets. Thank you to all the courts that adhered to this and any deadline you are presented with. I know, very often, 
these deadlines require an extra effort on your part. Thank you to all the courts that fully support this and all the fund-
raising efforts of the State courts. I wish each and every one of you could be a winner.

The court regents will be receiving the yearly lottery calendar in February. Please keep an eye out for them and re-
member to do your very best in selling all that are assigned to your court.

Blessings to you and your families for a holy Advent season, and may you truly experience the joy of the New Born 
King.                        —Lisa McCann, State Secretary

PA State Officers

Your State Officers are working hard preparing for the workshop and the convention. Convention is a time to get 
together to renew old friendships and to meet new friends. Hope to see you all. Wishing you and all your family a 

Holy, Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year.             
—Peggy Guckin, IPSR and National Director, Publicity Chairman

Colette McCaffrey, State Treasurer; Margaret Giordano, State 2nd Vice Regent; 
Peg Rafferty-Witas, State Regent; Shirley Hall, State 1st Vice Regent; 

Lisa McCann, State Secretary

http://cdapa.com/forms/donation-form.pdf
http://cdapa.com/forms/donation-form.pdf
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Court           Chatter
ALTOONA-JOHNSTOWN DIOCESE
Court Prince Gallitzin #2625, Altoona
Adult Coats for Catholic Charities

Donated by Altoona parishioners, Court Prince Gallitzin 
#2625 collected 71 adult coats, along with gloves and 

scarves and two dozen sweaters for the men and women 
that Catholic Charities of the Altoona-Johnstown Diocese 
serve. The ladies picked them up at various churches, 
homes or businesses and sorted through them. The coats 
were all in excellent condition; we only needed to make a 
few button repairs! Several coats and sweaters were brand 
new or came directly from the dry-cleaner. Seventy-one 
people will be warmer this winter because of Altoona’s 
parish community support and generosity! Our court 
thanks all the Altoona parishes (and their parishioners) 
for helping with this adult coat drive!

Court Prince Gallitzin #2625–Adult Coats for Catholic Charities 
Our Second Delivery–Fall 2018

Left to right: Pattie Fromknecht, Project Chair; Annette Ajay; 
Regina Friedenberger; Judy Wood, Regent; Donna Hoover; 

Mary Kowalski and Karen Castagnola

Court Prince Gallitzin #2625 hosted a membership drive 
the weekend of October 27-28, 2018 in many of the Al-

toona-area parishes. Janet Oesterling, State Membership 
Chair, assisted by Susan Sharer, Pat Gildea, and members 
from Court Rev. Patrick McArdle #448, came and helped 
Court Prince Gallitzin #2625 with the membership drive! 
We are very grateful for their assistance before, during and 
after! Thank you, ladies!

Court Prince Gallitzin 
#2625 Membership Drive, 
Sacred Heart Parish;
left to right: Barb Materna; 
Janet Oesterling; State 
Membership Chair; Pattie 
Fromknecht

Court Prince Gallitzin #2625, Altoona
Membership Drive

Court Prince Gallitzin #2625, Altoona
Financial Review, Fall 2018 – We Passed!

Left to right: Pattie Fromknecht with Oliver (the cat); Donna Hoover; Mary 
Stoy, Financial Review Chair; Annette Ajay, Karen Castagnola; Judy 
Wood, Regent; Regina Friedenberger; Karen Watt and Mary Kowalski

Seated, left to right: Shirley Good, Leona Haa, Sara Castagnola, 
Nancy Smith, Connie Kollar 

Standing: Ann Sellers, Jean Lehner, Rose Castagnola, 
Sharon Hoover, Danielle Gibbons

At  our November 2018 meeting, we took a picture of all of 
our Mother/Daughter membership duos in our Court.

Court St. Rita #523, Tyrone
Mother-Daughter Members

Court Prince Gallitzin #2625 Membership Drive at Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel Parish; left to right: Pattie Fromknecht and Susan Sharer
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HARRISBURG DIOCESE
Court Our Lady of Victory #588, Mt. Carmel

Court Our Lady of Victory #588 celebrated Catholic 
Daughter Sunday by attending the 11:00 a.m. Mass at 

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church, followed by a brunch in 
the Mt. Carmel Senior Center.

Court Our Lady of Victory #588 awarded membership 
milestone pins to three members and accepted one 

new member at the October 2018 meeting.

Left to right: Theresa Coniff, 45-year member; Christine Connor, 5-year 
member; Fr. Frank Karwacki, Chaplain; Patti Razzis, new member; 
Kathleen Peeler, Regent; and Donna Sassani, 20-year member.

On August 27, 2018, Regent Mary E. May and Chair-
person Mary Vitron delivered 30 birthday bags val-

ued at $793.90 to the House of Mercy. Each hand-sewn 
bag contained 25 items. We also delivered many school 
supplies and extras that the kids can use throughout the 
year. They were delivered to the group on the first day of 
school for the Erie School District!

In June 2018, Sister Michele Schroeck, RSM, requested 
that we once again provide her with 30 birthday bags for 
her kids who range in ages from 6-14. We have been do-
ing this project in the Court since 2015, and our women 
get a thrill out of helping the “kids in need.” Quoting 
Sister Michele’s thank you letter clearly identifies who 
these children are: “Our kids come days or weeks after 
their birthday, if not on the day, to receive their birth-
day bag. Sometimes it is the only gift they receive. Your 
gift provides activities and advocacy for an economically 
and ethnically diverse neighborhood. We serve 100 regis-
tered youth who primarily live in scattered public hous-
ing. They are often new immigrants from various African 
countries, Bhutan/Nepal and Iraq. Thanks to your help 
we also distributed 50 backpacks filled with school sup-
plies last week. Gratefully…”

ERIE DIOCESE
Court Erie #515, Erie
The House of Mercy

Mary Vitron, who chaired event with Carla Krott (not pictured), 
Sr. Michele Schroeck and Mary Mary, Regent

Court Our Lady of Victory #588, Mt. Carmel

Court Our Lady of Victory #588 is collecting food for 
the local food pantry. A collection box is placed in the 

Mount Carmel Public Library.  

Left to right:  Donna Sassani, Mary Rowland, Mary Catherine Wydra, 
Janice Koutch, Mary Snyder and Barbara Puketza
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PHILADELPHIA ARCHDIOCESE
Catholic Daughter Day

42nd Catholic Daughter Day Celebration at Shrine of 
the Miraculous Medal where four new members 

were received: Nancy Jones, Rita Ramierez, Christine 
Tracey, from Court St. Francis De Sales #2617;  Anne De-
Grisse and Peg Lamberti from Court Holy Trinity #1336.

Gloria Leggett-Benton, Court Ave Maria #650 (crucifix); 
Carolyn Adams, Court Ave Maria #650 (left);

Carol Parsons, Court St. Ephrem #2230 (center) 
and Sueann McKnight, Court St. Dominic #2222 (right)

Colette McCaffrey, State Treasurer and member 
of Court St. Dominic, crowns the Blessed Mother

Catholic Daughter Day — May Crowning

A Nativity belonging to 
Court Our Lady of Vic-

tory #588 is on display in the 
Mount Carmel Public Library.  
The Nativity set was donated 
many years ago by Josephine 
Berger of Berger’s Religious 
shop and is over 100 years 
old. Mrs. Berger, who passed 
away, was a long-time court 
member and also an offi-
cer. Since the public library is 
where Santa distributes candy 

to children following the local parade, the court always 
makes sure to have the nativity as the back drop to remind 
everyone of the true meaning of Christmas.  

HARRISBURG DIOCESE contd.
Court Our Lady of Victory #588, Mt. Carmel Reverend Sy Peterka, 

CM, Paster of St. 
Vincent de Paul Church 
and Chaplain of Court 
Ave Maria #650, was 
the main celebrant at 
Mass.
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PHILADELPHIA ARCHDIOCESE contd.
Court St. Francis de Sales #2617, Philadelphia
Court St. Francis de Sales #2617, along with their Chaplain, Andrew McCarty, OFM, Cap., and parishioners, held a 
prayer service to honor the Blessed Mother on her birthday and to celebrate the restoration of her statue in the courtyard 
at their meeting site.

Left to right: Florence Stanowski, Christine Butler, Chaplain Brother Andrew McCarty, OFM, Cap., Maryanne Seifert, Helen Greenberg, Regent 
Tina Dambach, Jennifer Carson, Nicole Marchino, Alice Murray, Mary Ann Morley, Ann Young, Deanna Lee Teixeira, Maria Reyes, Christine 
Tracy, Joan Dawson, Rita Negron-Ramirez, Brenda Lee Miranda, Kate Merrick

Bernice Wade and Eleanor Connelly selling baked goods

Shoppers shopping for bargains

Court St. Mark #1097, Bristol — Flea Market

Pat Harmar selling Lottery Basket Chances

In Memory of Tree of Life Synagogue Members

There are nine courts in Philadelphia. At our November 
Diocesan meeting, the members voted to give a donation 

to the Tree of Life Synagogue, in Pittsburgh, in  memory of 
the 11 shooting victims. We ended the meeting with a Jew-
ish prayer. Please pray for an end to the senseless killings.  
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PHILADELPHIA ARCHDIOCESE contd.
Court St. Mark #1097, Bristol
Coach Bingo Fundraiser

Sarah Mastrull, husband, Dale, on kitchen duty, and Michelle Russo

Jo Ann Lynn and Jillian Johnston calling Bingo

Coach Bags that Bingo winners will receive

Carol Shea and Cathy Sannelli selling tickets

Members, friends and family enjoying Coach Bingo
Court Rose Cecilia #1641, Philadelphia

The court had a busy couple of months. Court Rose Cecilia #1641 is a longtime supporter of The National White Rib-
bon Against Pornography (WRAP) campaign, sponsored by the National Center on Sexual Exploitation. Members 

made over 500 white ribbons. The ribbons were distributed by our members at the Masses on October 27-28. Informa-
tion was given with the ribbons; a notice was placed in the church bulletin and flyers were placed on the bulletin boards 
at all the doors regarding this project.

In November, one of our members went 
shopping for toiletries (200 items) for Apos-
tleship of the Sea and a few members bagged 
up over 400 Philadelphia post cards and a pen. 
Three members were to go down to Navy yard 
to place items in the ditty bags to be distribut-
ed to the seamen when the ships come into the 
ports of Philadelphia and New Jersey but the 
snow came and we will be going down in early 
December.

Every year our court gives to our Immacu-
late Heart Sisters in the parish a Christmas gift 
with money, and these gifts are in time for their 
December 8th Feast Day celebration.

Left to right, sitting: Peggy Guckin, Rosemarie Webster, Dorothy Andrilla, 
Sandy Bilinski, Christine Moncrief; standing: Rose Malazcewski, 

Mary Ann Silvestri and Doris Kitt
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Fighting Ignorance and Hatred 
Through Education

Contemplating the shooting at the 
Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh 

makes me wonder about the shooter’s 
education. A great deal of the time ha-
tred grows from ignorance or fear. Fear 
generally grows from the state of not 
knowing. Even if a person has a mental 
disorder, you have to wonder how much fear and igno-
rance feed into a disorder to lead to such a tragedy.

Education is so important to break down barriers of 
ignorance and show how much more alike than different 
we are. If the shooter considers himself a Christian, then 
you have to wonder about his faith education because 
Jesus is Jewish as are Mary, Joseph, the Apostles, etc. 

How can we move forward in a positive way?
One idea is a class about the Jewish faith and how 

Christianity finds its roots in this faith might be a good 
start. Saint John Paul II the Great called the Jews our “el-
der brothers and sisters in the faith.” A class lead by both 
a rabbi and a priest teaching collaboratively would be a 
good way to come to a knowledge of how the roots of our 
faith go back before the birth of Christ with the promises 
to the Jews. This way we can appreciate our elder siblings 
and deepen our own faith at the same time.

Another idea would be classes in First Aid and CPR. 
The more people who learn these skills the better for ev-
eryone. Ambulances can get stuck in traffic or be such a 
distance away that you might be another person’s only 
lifeline or someone else may be yours.

—Margaret Marie Gowaty, Education Chair

Tempus Fugit

Looking at the calendar, I sure 
hope all courts have start-

ed contacting Catholic schools, 
public schools, and CCD pro-
grams to participate in the Ed-
ucation Contest. Time does fly 
and with Christmas break rap-
idly approaching, we need to get that information out 
so there is time to work on entries. Don’t forget the high 
school kids and your court members can also enter the 
competition. 

We did very well last year with five winners on the 
National Level. I wonder if we would have more had we 
submitted entries for all categories and divisions. We had 
no submissions to the State level for Division IV in either 
Art or Computer Art. I, myself would like to enter, but I 
am forbidden since I’m the State Education Chair.

Speaking of tempus fugit, let’s not forget to start 
thinking about our Circle of Love Education forms. 
Please remember that education is much more than the 
contest. Is your court participating in religious education 
through CCD, Bible Studies or RCIA? Have members of 
your court attended a health lecture or a talk given by a 
lawyer on wills and estates? Consider having someone 
come in and instruct your court on any topic. Could your 
Spiritual Chaplain come to a meeting and teach about a 
saint or a Marian apparition or perhaps something that 
they are interested in like the Civil War or geology.

I suggest that everyone read the Circle of Love Educa-
tion section in full to help come up with ideas that they 
can do or see if what you have already done this year fits 
under the Education title. I look forward to reading the 
Circle of Love forms and to be inundated with Education 
Contest entries.

PITTSBURGH DIOCESE
Court Washington #1651, Washington
Celebrating 65 Years!

Court #1651 celebrated 65 years on Sunday, September 
30th. The celebration started with officers and mem-

bers attending the 12:15 p.m. Sunday Mass. Following 
Mass, approximately 35 members and guests enjoyed a 

Membership Anniversary Tea. Mem-
bers of the Knights of Columbus Coun-
cil #1083 were gracious enough to serve 
the luncheon. 

Left to right: Laraine McGinnis, Financial 
Secretary and Past State Regent; Margaret 
Pizzi, Vice Regent; Margaret Rafferty-Wi-
tas, State Regent; Robin Krofcheck, Regent; 
Lisa McCann, State Secretary; Andrea Al-
derson, Recording Secretary; Susan Jones, 
Treasurer; Banner: Beth Endres and Debra 
Costello
 

Unity and Charity
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Message from our State Chaplain

Christ the King, Savior of the World
Jesus holds his hand in a motion of blessing

Joos van Cleve (ca. 1485-1540/1541)
Reprinted with permission, RestoredTraditions.com

On Sunday, December 2, we celebrate New Year. It 
begins a New Year in our Church, a new liturgical 
year. 

Many people do not understand the liturgical year. 
Why is the liturgical year important? It symbolizes time 
from creation until eternity. 

We know the story—Adam and Eve sinned and we 
lost the beauty of Eden and now live in the world as it 
is, we live in time. Leaving Eden was not the end. God 
could not bear to be without us for all eternity. So God 
used ‘time’ to reveal Himself to us slowly through all the 
prophets and stories of the Old Testament until we got to 
what the Bible says is the “Fulness of Time,” the birth of 
Jesus, the Son of God. 

Jesus lived in time to show us how to live each day 
in the will of God. Jesus lived to show us how to make 
the Father’s will our will. We can speak long and deeply 
about this, but in summary, time is important for us on 
our journey to Heaven. 

As the earth travels around the sun and we celebrate 
each day, we celebrate the seasons: springtime, the birth 
of new life; summertime, with the beauty of that life; au-
tumn, the death of life, yet with the beauty of death in 
the beautiful colors of the leaves; and then wintertime, 
the dark and cold time of year waiting for the new life 
of spring. 

Just as each year reminds us of the yearly cycle of life, 
the liturgical year reminds us of the cycle of life from the 
beginning of creation until the end in heaven. 

In parallel to our year on earth, we begin the Church 
year with Advent. Advent represents the 4000 years from 
the time of the promised Messiah until He was born. 
Each Sunday represents 1000 years. 

The Christmas season celebrates the birth of the Mes-
siah, Jesus, the light in the darkness of the world and the 
long-awaited one who came to save us.

Then follows a short time we call Ordinary Time rep-
resenting Jesus’ life on earth for His 33 years. 

Lent reminds us of His entering into the sacrifice for 
us as He prepares for His Passion and Death, ending 
with a very short season called the Triduum, the three 
intense days of Jesus’ Passion, Death and Resurrection 
for us, and giving us Himself in the Eucharist. 

Then comes the Easter season, the great celebration of 
50 days celebrating Jesus defeating death and rising from 
the dead, a promise for us to share in eternal life. 

Then at the end of Easter, is Pentecost Sunday, the de-
scent of the Holy Spirit, as we enter into ordinary time 
again until Advent. 

This ordinary time represents our life. The Holy Spirit 
was sent to us to live this ordinary time in the Spirit of 
God and in imitation of Jesus and all He taught us. 

As we come to December 2, the last Sunday of the 
Church year, we honor Jesus as our King. Of course He is 
always our King, but the end of the Church year symbol-
izes the end of our lives and our entrance into everlasting 
life, where Jesus is the Eternal King. 

There is a beautiful image from the book of Revela-
tions 5:6. During St. John’s visions, he was told he would 
see the Lion of the Tribe of Judah, a name symbolizing 
the Savior. When John looked, he saw a Lamb that was 
slain yet alive. This is Christ Our King. The innocent 
unblemished Lamb, killed for our offenses, yet alive for 
ever at the Throne of the Father. He is a king of service 
and self-giving out of love for us. This is an amazing im-
age of our Savior.  

When we are baptized, we too are called to be kings in 
His image. If we become kings of service imitating Him, 
dying to ourselves for the love of God and the sake of 
others, we too will be at the Throne of the Father forever. 

Let us look at our lives as we 
begin a new Church year, to see 
how we can be all the more, kings 
of service in imitation of our great 
King, so that we may share ever-
lasting life with Him. 

Merry Christmas!

  Fr. Tony
 —Rev. Tony Gargotta, State Chaplain
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The Face of Jesus
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did for me.’  —Matthew 25:40

I have a friend who writes inspirational music. Part of one of his songs is, “I feel Jesus in this place. I see Jesus on each 
face.” If we could see Jesus on the face of everyone we meet, there would be no problem caring for those in need in our 

world. After all, we are created in the image and likeness of God, coming to life with the breath of the Spirit. (Genesis) 
But what about in our families? When you look at your husband or wife or significant other, can you see the good-

ness of Jesus? When you look at your children, especially teens or older children, do you see the love of Jesus showing 
there? What about your brothers, sisters or other relatives?  Can you see Jesus on each face? Do others see Jesus shining 
through your face as you look at your family with love?

Think what your family life would be like if you looked at each member of your family and could see Jesus in them.  
“Jesus helped people to grow in holiness by not creating ‘obstacles’ to the love and mercy of God the Father” (Rev. Leo 
Patalinghug). Do we help our family members grow in holiness?

The holiday season is approaching. Many will share the greeting, “Peace on Earth” with others whom they meet.  
At this time, we try to find special ways to show our families how much we love them. Does this feeling last the entire 
year? No one is perfect and families sometimes tend to point out the problems we see in each 
other. Instead, we need to practice emphasizing the good that we see. We need to stop putting 
“obstacles” in their way so they can grow in holiness.

New Year’s resolutions are often made and quickly broken. Let us resolve this next year to 
point out daily a quality that we like about each member of our family. Not an insignificant, “You 
look nice today,” but “I like the calm way you spoke to (name) when he/she was acting out.” Try 
to be specific with an action or personal trait. What do we do when the resolution is broken? Start 
again! Have a blessed year.                 —Dolores Croyle, Family State Chair

P. P. P. = PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE POINTERS
WHY?    HOW?    WHO?    WHEN?

WHY – PARLIAMENTARY PROCDURE?
 1.   CDA needs a decision-making process
 2.   CDA bylaws provide Roberts’s Rules of Order as our parliamentary authority
                                 

REASONS TO USE PARLIAMENTARY POCEDURE
 1.  Assures courtesy to all
 2.  One thing only is considered at a time
 3.  Rights of the minority are preserved
 4.  Will of the majority will prevail
 
HOW – DO WE MAKE A DECISION AT A MEETING?
 1. COMMON CONSENT - all are in agreement
 2. MOTION – by any member; even an officer, except the regent, unless she moves out of the chair for that issue 
 3. RECOMMENDATION - from a committee
  DOES NOT NEED SECOND - since more than one person is in favor of getting it on the 
  floor for discussion. Can be amended, then a vote taken.
 4. RESOLUTION – from a member or committee              
          “Whereas” sections – contain the reasons for considering this action
   “Resolved” section(s) – is the action to be taken

—Patricia Gildea, State Parliamentarian                             
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Pennsylvania State Website News…
You can now sign up to 

be notified when state 
newsletters are being pub-
lished or announcements 
are being made, using our 
online contact form! You 
can also use the online 
contact form to be put in 
touch with any of our na-
tional, state, or local con-
tacts by completing the 

request form found at: cdapa.com/contact/. 
If you use an email client (application/program) such 

as Outlook, Eudora, AOL…which is installed on your 
computer/device, you will be able to click on any of the 
email links on our website, which will then open your 
email client, and prepare to send a message to that per-
son. If you only open your email from a web browser 
such as Chrome, FireFox, Edge, Safari…there are some 
steps you might be able to take to have the web browser 
open to your email page, but you must set that up on 
your end. Not all browsers and not all computers/de-
vices will do this. If you don’t know how to tell if your 
computer/device can do this, you can ask a friend, fam-
ily member, or a business for help. Recently, I included 
the person’s email address next to their name, so you can 
copy/paste it, just like you would do on National’s web-
site, to send an email. Or, remember, you can use the on-
line contact form to be put in touch with the person you 
are trying to reach.

Every court in the state has had their own web page 
for the past two years! If your court has a web page or 
website hosted elsewhere, please share that web address 
with me and I will link it to our state website. I’d like to 
remind all local courts to contact me if they would like to 
update their web page. You can visit Court Prince Gal-
litzin #2625’s web page at cdapa.com/2625/ to get an idea 
of what you can include on your court’s web page. 

To see what your court web page looks like now, go to 
the court list found at cdapa.com/index.html#courts and 
click on your court name. You can also see a court web 
page by entering the court number between the forward 
slashes, such as cdapa.com/CourtNumberHere/. If your 
court has a newsletter, Facebook page, or web links (such 
as library pages), they can be a part of your court’s web 
page too. Visit Our Lady of the Alleghenies #1755’s web 
page at cdapa.com/1755/ to see their Facebook and lend-
ing library links. 

Something to keep in mind while you’re reviewing 
your web page on the state’s website, regents can select 
their own verse which appears under their name. There 
are lots of options for sharing all your good works with 
your sisters in faith!  All you need to do is contact me at 
web@cdapa.com and we can begin working together to 
share your court’s information with others!

I’m working on an updated design which will be in 
place early next year. The information will be the same, 
just presented a little differently. You’ll still find contact 

information for national, state, and local courts, which 
includes a sortable local court list by diocese, court name, 
number, location, date of institution, anniversary, and al-
though not sortable, shows the regent’s name/contact 
information. The website also includes Circle of Love in-
formation; current and archived state newsletters; mem-
bership/joining information; information regarding our 
national projects and charities, including how much 
Pennsylvania has donated during the 2016-2018 national 
term; state court history; state convention and workshop 
information; forms for the local court and membership 
at-large; state fundraising projects including project de-
scriptions, spiritual intention Mass cards/forms, items 
for sale, and winners lists; links to many Catholic web-
sites…all great resources!

Also included on the state’s website is a list of CDA 
state and territorial courts; if they have a website, it is 
linked. And, if the state court or territory has hosted a 
national convention, the date(s) is(are) shown. Too, 
you’ll find various CDA logos for your 
use—the background is transparent, so 
they fit nicely with white or color back-
grounds. There are even a few CDA 
games to print and play, complete with 
answers.

Thank you so much for this opportu-
nity to serve you and Catholic Daughters 
of the Americas!  

—Pattie Fromknecht, State Website Designer, web@cdapa.com 

“Advent Story”

The pastor was so proud of his nativity scene outside 
the church—life-size figures of Jesus, Mary and Jo-

seph, the shepherds and the Wise Men, and animals ga-
lore. Baby Jesus was not in the manger until Christmas 
day. 

Then, horror of horrors, the day after Christmas, some-
body stole Little Jesus. The police were notified as well 
as all the parishioners, and the search went on. All these 
people were looking for Little Jesus, but they couldn’t find 
him. 

Then later that afternoon, Little Jesus came rolling by 
the pastor. He was riding in a little boy’s new wagon. The 
pastor asked the little boy, “Why did you do this?” The 
little boy explained, “During Advent, I told Little Jesus if I 
got a red wagon for Christmas, I’d give Him a ride in it.”  
The pastor replied, “I’m sure Little Jesus was very pleased 
with your Advent prayer. Come now; it’s time to put Little 
Jesus back in His manger.” 

The police and the parish-
ioners were notified, and the 
pastor explained to them that 
the little boy was not a thief, 
but that he had poured forth 
his little heart to God. 

Let us make our advent 
prayers as sincere as this little 
boy’s.
—Submitted by Sr. Mary Paul, D.M.

http://cdapa.com/contact/index.html
http://cdapa.com/contact/index.html
http://cdapa.com/2625/index.html
http://cdapa.com/index.html#courts
http://cdapa.com/1755/index.html
http://cdapa.com/index.html#contacts
http://cdapa.com/index.html#programs
http://cdapa.com/index.html#newsletters
http://cdapa.com/index.html#membership
http://cdapa.com/index.html#projects
http://cdapa.com/index.html#about
http://cdapa.com/index.html#conventions
http://cdapa.com/index.html#CourtForms
http://cdapa.com/index.html#MembershipForms
http://cdapa.com/index.html#fundraisers
http://cdapa.com/index.html#websites
http://cdapa.com/index.html#logos
http://cdapa.com/index.html#games
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Peggy Witas, State Regent

Lucky Lottery Winners—Aug./Sept. 2018  
August Selling Court
Bellevue #655
SO Lisa McCann
IPSR Peggy Guckin
St. Thomas #1483
St. Bernard #339
IPSR Peggy Guckin
St. Francis DeSales #2617
Ebensburg #680
IPSR Peggy Guckin
St. Rita #523
Butler #443
St. Mary #890
PSR, PND Letty Calvetti
St. Bernard #339
Easton #358
Prince Gallitzin #2625
Callistus #66
Lambing #314
Washington #1651
Bellevue #655
Erie #515
Blessed Madonna #2521
St. Rene #1868
Immaculate Conception #2454
St. Rene #1868
SO Lisa McCann
IPSR Peggy Guckin
St. Matthew #1828
Westinghouse #759
St. Matthew #1828
Gallitzin #2625

August Lottery Winners
CDA Ct. Bellevue #655
Anna Marie Dougherty
Helen Maier
Anna McMurdy (2X)
CDA Ct. Bernard #339 (2X)
Sylvia Fox
Brenda Lee Miranda
Marian Fenush
Rosemary Campoli
Jean Lehner
Rosemary Pawolwitz
Madelyn Tomasura (2X)
Letty M. Calvetti
Judy Hodak
Maureen Campbell *
Mary Kowalski
Marianne Rook
Ct. Lambing #314 
Rita Morton
Dorothy Pavlaski
Cindy Ganska
Joy Stauffer
Rich Witas
Rev. B. LaMounte Sayers
Mary Ellen Samek
William G. Gabriel
Bryan Fox
Rev. Steven P. Wetzel, OSFS
Joyce Ann Blotzer
John Gallagher
Marie DeAngelis
*$100 winner

September Lottery Winners
Rev. Keith Laskowski
Helen Maier (2X)
Peg Witas
Andrea Chabon (2X)
Elizabeth Meade
Nancy Allison (2X)
Jonathan Medash
Karen McDade
Joanne Brown *
Carolyn Adams
Deanna Lee Teixeira
CDA Ct. Westinghouse #759
Judy Wood
CDA Ct. Columbia #2
Margaret Gowaty
Diane Eaise
Sylvia Fox
Nick Medash
Pam Will
Margaret T. Giordano
Joyce Ann Fleming
William Cravenor II
Jill Diehl
Janet A. Kreiner
Deanna Lee Teixeira(2X)
Carletta Fronczek
Paula Peterson
Letty M.Calvetti
Kathy Rastan
Dorothy Mankowski
*$100 Winner

September Selling Court
Easton #358
IPSR P. Guckin
St. Rene #1868
St. James #1029
Washington #1651
Lambing #314
St. Ephrem #2230
Immaculate Conception #2454
Conception #35
Ave Maria #650
St. Francis DeSales #2617
Westinghouse #759
Prince Gallitzin #2625
Columbia #2
Westinghouse #759
IPSR Peggy Guckin
IPSR Peggy Guckin
St. Ephrem #2230
PSR Margaret Novak
Queen of Peace #1023
Queen of Peace #1023
Patricia #998
PSR Margaret Novak
Queen of Peace #1023
St. Francis DeSales #2617
Uniontown #505
Lambing #314
PSR Letty Calvetti
Callistus #66
St. Dominic #2222

Please return the delegate forms sent to each regent 
as promptly as possible, but no later than February 15, 
2019. The State Board needs to know who is coming so 
that in planning the different Masses and ceremonies, we 
can have each member participate. If you are interested 
in joining the PA State Choir, contact Theresa Shields at 
412-302-6761 or musicmom1952@yahoo.com.   

Ads for the program book are $50 for a whole page, 
$25 for a ½-page and $15 for a ¼-page; ads are due by 
February 15, 2019.  

Once again, there will be a tombola. Each court is 
asked to contribute an item or basket with at least a $25 
value.  

Members are encouraged to bring a spiritual item for 
show & tell. This item may be a relic, statue or something 
else special to you.  

Courts and/or dioceses are encouraged to participate 
in a talent show to be held Saturday evening—campaign 
and fun night. There is much talent in our courts and 
members and guests enjoy seeing the gifted CDA wom-
en. Please let me know if your diocese or court will be 
participating.   

As a reminder, courts are to advise their district dep-
uty of at least three dates before scheduling the financial 
reviews. The district deputies should advise the courts 
which days are best. The district deputy must be present 
for at least one of the two financial reviews each year.  

The State Membership Team has once again been 
quite busy. Our newest “baby” court is Court St. Gerard 
Majella #2749, in Clarence, Pennsylvania. It was institut-
ed November 12, 2018 with 25 members. You may send 
congratulations to the new regent, Maria Franek at 356 
Oldside Road, Clarence, PA 16829.  

Please remember to contact Janet Oesterling for help 
in membership recruitment, especially if there is an area 
in which no CDA court exists.

On behalf of the State Board—best wishes for a Merry 
Christmas and all the best in the coming year. 

Message from State Regent
continued from front page

PA Catholic Daughters of the Americas 
State Board Sends Christmas Greetings!

On your behalf, a $100 donation was sent to Courage 
Lion, one of the PA State Charities. This is because 

of all the trauma in the world today—fires in California, 
shooting in synagogue on the Sabbath, etc.

The Courage Lion Pro-
gram helps people to over-
come loss and to be able to 
better deal with what is out 
of their control—especially 
when unable to commu-
nicate—or even just to feel 
the Huggable Lion if they 
feel alone.
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State Spiritual Intention Report
This report shows the many people whom we have in-

cluded in our Spiritual Intentions, September-Novem-
ber 2018. Donations are forwarded to the National office 
to benefit the North American Pontifical College in Rome 
and are much appreciated by the seminarians there. Please 
consider using our Intention cards in the future. Spiritual 
Intention forms are found at: cdapa.com/spiritualintention 
Send Spiritual Intentions to Margaret Giordano, Second 
Vice State Regent. Her address is on the front page of this 
newsletter. Thank you!

Happy 110th Anniversary
Court St. Marys #95

Requested by: CDA PA State Officers 

Happy 65th Anniversary
Court Washington #1651

Requested by: CDA PA State Officers 

Happy 15th Anniversary
Court Blessed Madonna #2521

Requested by: Court Queen of Peace #1023
CDA PA State Officers 

In Appreciation
All Living and Deceased Members

Requested by: Pittsburgh Past Regents Club

Happy 70th Birthday
Rita Smith-Wade-El

Requested by: Margaret T. Giordano
Court Queen of Peace #1023

Happy Birthday
CarolAnne Ferreira

Louise Beighley
Mary C. Selway
LaRue Lautsch

Helen Bitts
Janet Kreiner

Elizabeth Wijtyk
Christine Fink

Requested by: Court Queen of Peace #1023

Happy Birthday contd.
Alessandra Hoskins, Granddaughter

James A. Giordano, Jr., brother
Tina Morgan, Niece
Susanne Gillespie

Ellen Yates
Lorraine Keeley

Cathy Roth
Charlie Sultzbach

Requested by: Margaret T. Giordano

Happy Retirement
Rita Smith-Wade-El

Requested by: Court Queen of Peace #1023

Dr. Cheryl Leddy, MD
Requested by: Ellen Gallagher

Blessings as You Begin the New School Year
All Teachers and Students

Requested by: CDA PA State Officers and Members

Blessings
Rita Smith-Wade-El

Requested by: CDA PA State Officers 

Congratulations!
Members of Newly Instituted Court 

St. Gerard Majella #2749, Clarence, PA
Requested by: CDA PA State Officers

Peggy Guckin, IPSR and ND

New Officers of Court Rev. Patrick McArdle #448
Karen Pipta, Barb Materna and Pam Callahan

Requested by: Regent Christine Surovec and Lucia Stover

Well Wishes
Angela Balog

Requested by: CDA PA State Officers 
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Good Health and Well-Being
David Hamilton

Requested by: Lisa Intrieri-Fellner

Helen Bitts
All Members of Our Court

Requested by: Court Queen of Peace #1023

Strength and Healing
Richard Witas (Husband of Peg)

Requested by: Officers of Court Rev. Patrick McArdle
Margaret T. Giordano

Shannon McDade
Requested by: Marilyn Colosmo (Court St. Rene #1868)

Sr. Mary Paul, Spiritual Advisor
Requested by: Court Queen of Peace #1023

Speedy Recovery
Rosemarie Faller

Requested by: Pittsburgh Past Regents Club

Our Thoughts and Prayers are with You
All Priests and Bishops of our PA Dioceses

All Those Affected by the Recent Hurricanes and Floods
Requested by: CDA PA State Officers and Members

Thanks for All the Masses You Say 
for Our PA CDA Intentions

Father Grimme
Requested by: CDA PA State Officers and Members

Increase in Membership
Catholic Daughters of the Americas

Requested by: Court Queen of Peace #1023

Rest in Peace
Jean Muckowski

Requested by: Peggy Guckin, IPSR and ND

Carl Musser
Requested by: Margaret T. Giordano

Betty Smith
Requested by: Court Prince Gallitzin #2625

Sr. Margie Monahan, CCW
Requested by: CDA PA State Officers 

Court Westinghouse #759
Lisa McCann

Rest in Peace contd. 
Rich Witas, Husband of Peg

Requested by: CDA PA State Officers 
Court Westinghouse #759

Lisa McCann
Peggy Guckin, IPSR and ND

Pittsburgh Diocesan Committee
Pittsburgh Past Regents Club

All Deceased Members
Requested by: Court Queen of Peace #1023

Marcella Pozzi
Requested by: Pittsburgh Past Regents Club

In Memory
Henry A. Horn, Grandfather

James A. Giordano, Sr., father
Margaret Horn, grandmother

Robert F. Leath, Jr.
Requested by: Margaret T. Giordano

All Deceased Members
Requested by: CDA PA State Officers

With Deepest Sympathy
John David (Jack) Thearle (Son of Patricia Thearle)

Requested by: Laraine A. McGinnis, Past State Regent
CDA Court Dolores #1675

Evelyn D. Contento
Joan M. Honsperger

Requested by: Court St. Rene #1868

Pat O'Donnell
Rita Penijot
Larry Scott

Requested by: Marilyn Colosmo

James A. Marinelli
Thomas Guy

Requested by: Lisa Intrieri-Fellner

State Regent Peg Witas
Requested by: CDA PA State Officers

Margaret T. Giordano 



 

Return Service Requested

Catholic Daughters of the Americas
Peggy Guckin, IPSR
203 Harmony Ct.
Bensalem, PA 19020

Greetings to All,

I am extremely proud and pleased to have the opportunity to work with you over the next two years. 
As we work together to move forward, let us strive to grow in membership and provide enrichment 

for all members. We are so blessed to be part of this great organization.
Each one of you is vital to the success of our organization, and we thank you for your support and 

dedication.  Sharing our time and talents within our organization, parishes and communities can and 
will make a difference. Let us continue to work together to make our organization one that nurtures 
women of faith. Remember that God has brought us together to spread love, unity and friendship. 

As we join in the holiday season, may your days be bright with new hopes and may your heart 
be happy with love. Blessings to each of you,                           —Essie Walker, National Secretary/Treasurer, National Representative

My Dear Catholic Daughter Sisters,

In September, I had the privilege of installing the new chaplain of Court St. James #1029. Then we both shared in the 
Installation of Officers Ceremony during a lovely Mass at St. Ann’s Church in Frackville, Pennsylvania. The celebration 

in the hall afterwards was truly an expression of the unity and charity of all the court members. 
During October, I met with all the other state officers in Blairsville of the Greensburg Diocese, where we will have the 

Pennsylvania State Convention next April. I also had the privilege to attend the Allentown Diocesan Meeting in Easton. 
It was delightful meeting with members from Courts Easton #358, Ryan #911 and St. James #1029. It was wonderful to 
hear of all the good works and fundraisers that each court has done in the last six months. Sr. Paul was asked to say a 
few words and she told of a journey…filled with jokes. A delicious luncheon was enjoyed by all after the meeting, and 
the chaplain gave us a “tour” of the newly and beautifully painted St. Bernard’s Oratory. This was the first time in all 
my life that I was aware that not all crucifixes portray the nails in Jesus’s hands to be in His palms. They may also be 
shown in the wrists of Jesus. I also had the opportunity that month to conduct financial reviews with two courts of the 
Allentown Diocese, #911 and #1029, and another review in the Scranton Diocese with Court St. Martin #418. It was a 
pleasure to visit with all of you and witness your devotion to the mission of Catholic Daughters through your charity. 

On November 11th, I had a marvelous opportunity to attend the birth of our newest baby court in 
Clarence, Pennsylvania, Court St. Gerard Majella #2749. This was a unique opportunity for me to see 
unity as our Roman Catholic and Byzantine Catholic charter members combined to form this new 
court in this quaint little town where the two churches are truly neighbors—not just physically, but 
also in spirit. What a beautiful testimony of what being Catholic means, and thus embracing all as 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas. The Mass, the institution, and the celebration afterwards were 
all very special!

As Advent approaches, I ask that we pray for one another, and for ourselves as we ponder the 
seriousness of all our actions in preparation for the Joy of the coming season. May God be with you 

and yours as winter nears, and may we discover the wonder of each season of life as we do in the seasons of the year. 
In Unity and Charity,             —Margaret T. Giordano, Second Vice State Regent

Join the March for Life!
Friday, January 18, 2019

Washington, D.C.
marchforlife.org




